
02 03

Introduction	
05

Elegant // Traditional opulence
Ashford Castle // Ireland� 10
Hotel Everest View // Nepal� 12
Majestic Hotel // USA� 14
Quinta Real Zacatecas // Mexico� 16
Trans-Siberian Express // Russia–Mongolia� 18

Escape // Remote and secluded
Attrap Reves // France� 22
Berggasthaus Aescher-Wildkirchli // Switzerland� 24
Free Spirit Spheres // Canada� 26
Junk cruise // Vietnam� 28
Kakslauttanen Arctic Resort // Finnish Lapland� 30
Longitude 131 // Australia� 32
No Man’s Fort // UK� 34

The Caves // Jamaica� 36
The FloatHouse River Kwai // Thailand� 38
The Secret Campsite // UK� 40
Treehotel // Sweden� 42
Whitepod // Switzerland� 44

Explore // Intrepid adventures
Ariau Amazon Towers // Brazil� 48
Bivacco Gervasutti // Italy� 50
EcoCamp Patagonia // Chile� 52
Hotel Arctic // Greenland� 54
Hotel De Glace // Canada� 56
Roar and Snore // Australia� 58
Shamwari Game Reserve // South Africa� 60
Skylodge Adventure Suites // Peru� 62

Splurge // High -end luxury
Conrad Maldives // Maldives� 66
Huka Lodge // New Zealand� 68
Katikies Hotel-Oia // Greece� 70
Neemrana Fort Palace // India� 72
Sheraton Huzhou Hot Spring Resort // China� 74
Southern Ocean Lodge // Australia� 76
The Marmara Antalya // Turkey� 78
The Plaza // USA� 80

Wonder // The to tally unexpected
Crane Hotel // The Netherlands� 84
Crazy Bear // UK� 86
Crocodile Hotel, Jabiru // Australia� 88
Das Park Hotel // Austria� 90
Hang Nga Guesthouse // Vietnam� 92
Hotel Marques De Riscal // Spain� 94

Hotel Sidi Driss // Tunisia� 96
Huettenpalast // Germany� 98
JW Marriott Marquis // United Arab Emirates� 100
Kumbuk River Resort // Sri Lanka� 102
Montana Magica Lodge // Chile� 104
Palacio de Sal // Bolivia� 106
Propeller Island City Lodge // Germany� 108
Shinjuku Ekimae Anshin Oyado // Tokyo� 110
The Dog Bark Park Inn // USA� 112
Tianzi Garden Hotel // China� 114
V8 Hotel // Germany� 116

About the authors� 118

Index� 120

Acknowledgements� 128

Contents



05

You know that old adage ‘it’s about the journey not the destination’? Well, 

that just doesn’t apply here. Each and every one of these spectacular places 

to stay is a destination in its own right, and each place is totally worth the 

journey. From glass igloos in Finnish Lapland to wooden spheres suspended in 

the treetops in Canada; geodesic domes in the Patagonian wilderness to old-

school opulence at New York’s Plaza Hotel; these are the ultimate in overnight 

experiences. Not every place is a budget buster; sometimes it’s about the 
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spectacular locations, like the gravity-defying Bivacco Gervasutti on Mont 

Blanc in Italy (page 50). There are places that literally disappear into their 

surroundings like the Mirrorcube in Harads, Sweden (page 42), and others 

that stand tall and command attention like the Frank Gehry-designed Hotel 

Marques de Riscal in Spain (page 92). We’ve only included a place if it gives 

us a thrill, opens our eyes, makes us catch our breath and inspires us to see the 

world through different eyes. We hope they make you smile, make you marvel, 

and that they motivate you to go on a journey to a new destination.
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 Various locations in France

 www.attrap-reves.com/en/

 At trap Reves,  
Various Locations, France
 What do you mean by ‘various 

locations’?

 The concept of this place revolves around creating an at-one-
with-nature experience that is outside the box. Or should we 
say outside the bubble. Attrap Reves provides its guests with 
their very own bubble to sleep in across six different locations 
throughout France.

 Excuse me, did you say ‘bubble’?

 We did indeed. The accommodation is a see-through  
bubble (well, it’s kind of igloo shaped, but let’s not quibble) 
furnished with a bed and small seating area. Each bubble  

is decorated differently, but every one is entirely exposed, 
giving guests a hard-to-beat view of the surrounding  
bush and, more spectacularly, the expansive night sky.

 Again, completely see-through?

 Don’t go all shy on us now. It’s nothing the local woodland 
creatures haven’t seen before. The remoteness of the  
locations in which the bubbles are set up guarantees the 
privacy of anyone worried about indecent exposure. Instead  
it’s about being as close to nature as possible without the 
stings, scratches, bites and itches. Sounds like a bright  
idea, right?
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Think you know the great  
outdoors ? Think again.

50 Natural Wonders to Blow Your Mind

Walk over a bridge formed of living tree roots in India. Take a boat cruise  

through New Zealand’s dark caves magically lit with thousands of glowworms.  

Marvel at the sheer scale and beauty of the USA’s Grand Canyon.
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Life’s a beach. Enjoy the waves. 50 Beaches to Blow Your Mind

Discover the planet’s most pristine, jaw-dropping, 

wild and wonderful sandy spots. 

Whether you’re looking for black-sand beaches, high-octane watersport hotspots, 

secret bays or the finest palm-fringed tropical paradises, Lonely Planet shows you 

where and how to find them. So pack your beach towel and hit the sands.
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Never drag your heels around 
a dull museum again.
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Boggle at the enormity of space, get nostalgic at childhood memories or 

be dumbstruck by the International Museum of Toilets.....
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clowns, you’ll find world-class collections here to pique your interest.
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Life’s too short for mediocre. 50 Bars to Blow Your Mind

Lonely Planet’s 50 Bars To Blow Your Mind handpicks the world’s most 

extraordinary drinking holes, from underground caverns and island party 

havens to a bar nestled in an ancient tree trunk.

Whether they boast a jaw-dropping location, world-class artisan cocktails or that 

elusive sense of effortless cool, the bars spotlighted in these pages are among the 

best places on the planet to enjoy a drink or two.
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